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FROM THE EDITORS - 


This time we’ll take the blame for the delay in getting this 
issue of KALIFORNSKI on its way to you. We have had 
some complaints in the past, but that usually traced back 
to the Post Office. KALIFORNSKI is almost always in the 
mail to you at least a week or more before the first Sunday 
of each month. Even so, some readers haven’t received it 
until a couple of weeks after it was mailed. That we can’t 
do much about. 

This time, earthquake-related damage to the printing press 
started becoming evident during the last couple of weeks 
in February, and everything came to a complete halt until 
the repairman could get here the 6th of March. Sorry for 
any inconvenience. 

— Dale and Jan 


COMMITTEES: 

Ella Korach, Dessert . 724-5532 

Jo Puhera, Sunshine . 724-8930 

Mary Basich, Bake Sale . 724-3637 

Ann Cernokus, Decorating . 724-5179 



Yugoslav Radio Hour 

Remember to listen to the YUGOSLAV RADIO HOUR every 
Sunday at 9:35 a.m. on radio station KOMY, 1340 on the dial. 

ANN & ANDY SOLDO are your husts and bringyou the finest 
in old favorites as well as the very latest music from Yugoslavia. 
They will be happy to play any special requests you might ask 
for whether it be for birthday, anniversary, or for any special 
announcement. 


YAC& Member 

Marty Franich 

^ BOB CULBERTSON 

ROCKY FRANICH 

★ Lowest Prices on Cars 

★ Two Modern Service Depts. 

★ Convenient to all 

Santa Cruz & Monterey Residents. 

MARTY FRANICH FORD WATSONVILLE 
MARTY FRANICH LINCOLN-MERCURY 
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SUPPORT YMOO 

REMEMBER TO SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. WE 
APPRECIATE THEIR SUPPORT OF THE KALIFORNSKI. 
WHEN VISITING OUR ADVERTISERS, MENTION THAT 
YOU SAW THEIR AD IN THE KALIFORNSKI. 


NOW AT PR UN EDA LE 
AS WELL AS AT 
WATSONVILLE! 


Payless Carpets 

(The name says it all) 


Paine Tree Shopping Center 
17637 Vierra Canyon Road 
Salinas, CA 93907 
(408) 663-6243 


Andy and Pat Gulermovich, owners 



East Lake Village Shopping Center 
1040 East Lake Avenue 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
(408) 722-7199 


John Basor 
Jclka Basor 
Ann Nanut 


WORLDWIDE Travel 

Airlines / Tours /Cruises / Trains /Hotel & Car Reservations 


Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Saturday 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

976 E. Lake Ave. 

“East Lake Village” 

Watsonville, CA 95076 

(408)728-7766 


Prijevodi, pisanje i ovjere dokumenta, garancije, itd. 



r ms.v-7r«: 


LUKE A. SCURICH 

Representing 

Watsonville Insurance Associates, Inc. 

FOE ALL YOUR 
INSURANCE NEEDS 


Phone 408 722-3541 

320 East Lflho Avo. Watsonville. CA 95076 

YACQ Member 




MARTIN'S PAINTING 

License No, 47.6549 
MARTIN LASICH 
214 Prospect, Watsonville, CA 

(408) 728-3505 after 6 p.m. 
or 722-1589 

k .* ^ 
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T he Slovenian writer Andre] Hieng 
has so far written three books 
of short stories, four long novels (a 
fifth is with the publishers), nine plays 
(for theatre, TV, and radio) and is at 
present at work on a tenth 
commissioned earlier. All his novels 
have been translated in Yugoslavia 
into Serbo-Croat and Macedonian, and 
there are also translations in 
Hungarian, Czech, and Polish. Western 
publishers, too, are interested in his 
novels, but find them somewhat 
overlong (between 400 and 600 
pages), and the writer is now 
preparing a new novel which will be 
shorter. 

Hieng was born in 1925 in 
Ljubljana, where he still lives and 
works today. He began writing at the 
age of 14, when he produced his first 
short stories. Though his family 
engaged in commerce, books were 
always prized in his house and 
everyone would gather after supper for 
a "round table” meeting at which 
each member of the family would read 
his own book. 

Hieng completed his studies at the 
Drama Academy, specializing in 
direction, and for a long time worked 
as a director in theatres all over 
Slovenia. Yet he considers himself to 
be primarily a storyteller, as this, he 
feels, is a reflection of his nature. He 
really enjoys writing prose. 

He wrote his first play rather late, 
when he was already established as a 
novelist. It was the late Bojan Stupica, 
a distinguished Slovenian director, 
who suggested he write a play for the 
Yugoslav Drama Theatre in Belgrade, 
where Stupica worked. That is how 
"The Conquerors" came into being. 

Up to then he had never believed he 
would write plays, for, while a 
director, he had seen his colleagues 
"butcher" texts mercilessly and 
re-tailor them "the way they 
wanted”. "The Conquerors” 

(describing the conquest of the Aztec 
kingdom by the Spaniards) marked the 
start of his Spanish cycle, which also 
includes the dramas "Burlesque about 
the Greek" (about El Greco), "Deaf 
Man at the Border" (about Goya), and 
"The Return of Cortes". 

Hieng became passionately 
interested, as a dramatist, in the 
colonial conquests of the Spanish 
Empire. What most fascinated him was 


the dissolution of a great historical 
conception. For him, the conquests 
contained certain fundamental 
elements that would ultimately lead to 
the complete disintegration of these 
colonies. Thus, in the play "The 
Conquerors" we see in the 500 
Spaniards who subjugated the Aztecs 
the utter collapse of their original idea 
even among the first generation of 
colonizers. Hieng wanted to point out 
that sometimes even great historical 


ANDREJ 

HIENG 

BY VELJKO ALEKSlC 


Hieng directing a film. 
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events are very quickly transformed 
into a mockery of themselves, a farce. 
He does not insist this is inevitable, 
but believes it is certainly frequent. 

He was also well on into his career 
when he started writing novels. His 
first, "Timon's Daughter", appeared 
when he was 36. Then he got married, 
left the theatre and began working as 
a freelance writer. 

The novel is for him an “account of 
the whole world", in other words, a 
literary form with possibilities that 
enable the writer to convey a picture 
of the world as a totality. In his 
opinion, the novel contains all the 
elements present in the other genres. 

Although modest by nature, he 
does rank himself quite high among 
Yugoslav novelists. "The novel in 
Yugoslavia only really came to life 
after the Second World War when it 
started to portray the world we live in 
in a very varied and complex way." 


In most of his novels. Andrej Hieng 
sets his characters in historical events, 
using this historical framework and his 
characters to express what is human 
in all of them. This happens in the 
novel "The Wizard" where he places 
his characters in the year 1880 and 
parallels this story with another set in 
modern times, aiming to show the 
close connection between our way of 
life today and that of 100 years ago. 
The novel describes great-grandfathers 


and their great-grandsons; at the end 
of the novel their destinies become so 
closely interwoven that we realize we 
are living in one great time continuum 
in which historical distances are 
extremely relative. In this huge space 
man can accomplish a great deal and 
has considerable meaning. This is the 
optimistic aspect of the novel, but 
only one of its aspects. For man is 
also always the victim of historical 
processes in which he is broken and 
destroyed. He is the victim of his own 
prejudices and his own pre-history. 
Since Hieng approaches his subject- 
matter in this way, we can call his 
novels neither realistic nor naturalistic. 

“Even so, in principle my starting- 
point is always a precise study of 
life,” says Hieng. “I have always done 
a lot of historical research into the 
backgrounds of my novels, for the 
smallest details which may not mean 
much to somebody else have vital 
significance for me. And it is these 


myriad small details which make up 
the whole mosaic of man’s personality 
and his surroundings ... 

"I am equally interested in 
monumental historical figures and 
ordinary ‘little 1 people. But even the 
'little' people must be of interest in 
some way, as literature is made up of 
interesting personalities. I consider 
that one of the vital elements of all 
intellectual creation is that there must 
be originality on the one hand, and 


humour on the other. An original 
character is one who, through his 
actions and his attitude to life, stands 
out from a crowd of others, attracts 
the writer, carries him along and 
draws him to himself. That is why my 
characters are often eccentric, a little 
crazy perhaps, certainly different, 
because it is the artist’s duty to open 
windows into unfamiliar and strange 
souls.” 

Andrej Hieng starts off a novel by 
putting his original ideas into the form 
of a short story. As the writing 
process continues this story opens up 
and grows. v "So it happens that the 
first small inspiration, often only one 
motif, becomes a whole novel... 

“You can always find inspirational 
elements in historical events. I'm not a 
particularly studious man. I don’t 
collect piles of books to help me 
describe a character from, say, 1880. 
But it has rarely happened to me 
when writing about some events or 
characters from the past that I have 
given a false picture. Checking up on 
the historical facts afterwards I have 
often found that events really did 
happen in the way I described.” 

This is undoubtedly what we mean 
by talent when an artist, 
subconsciously or by instinct, 
succeeds in recreating real historical 
events as if he had been part of them. 
Or perhaps it is the seventh creative 
sense of the writer. 

"Sometimes, of course, you just dry 
up. At the moment I'm having a 
terrible time with a play for which I've 
already signed a contract. Thanks to 
the patience and understanding of 
those around me I'm managing to 
overcome the crisis. Otherwise, I'm 
always at my best when I write 
normally, when I sit and the thoughts 
simply flow... It’s a terrible feeling 
when the words suddenly dry up. I 
wrote one act and just stopped. I can't 
go on. I feel subconsciously that 
there's a mistake somewhere, but I 
don't know where. This feeling has 
completely paralyzed me and I-simply 
sit and wait. I'm not a natural 
dramatist and that hampers me 
because in plays, too, I seek style. 
Characters that are not properly 
experienced start swimming away from 
me. Then I have to 'save' them by 
good style.. 
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¥i/GOS£A¥ AfflliNFS 


DEAR FRIENDS„ 


YUGOSLAV AIRLINES WOULD LIKE IO 

OFFER YOU OUR DIRECT SERVICE FROM 

LOS ANGELES, CHICAGO AND NEW YORK 

TO YUGOSLAVIA- WE WOULD ALSO LIKE 
TO HELP YOU FIND THE BEST POSSIBLE 
CONNECTIONS FROM ANYWHERE IN THE 

UNITED STATES TO ANYWHERE IN 
YUGOSLAVIA AND BEYOND! 


WE WILL DO OUR BEST TO GET YOU THE 
LOWEST FARE POSSIBLE. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 
US TOLL FREE AT 800/752-6528 OR AT 

THE DIRECT NUMBER PROVIDED BELOW. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU!1! 

BEST REGARDS - - - 


YUGOSLAV AIRLINES 


Yugoslav Airlines 
3440 Wilshire Blvd., #1203 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 


Tel. 213 / 388-0379' 
Toll Free 800 - PLAN JAT 






JOIN US TODAY J 

I 

I 

I 

YACO was established in 1979 as a non-profit club 1 
without political or religious ties for the sole purpose ! 
of bringing together Yugoslavs and other interested 1 
persons to make known and to preserve our Slavic 1 
heritage. We are proud that among our membership j 
we have families and individuals whose roots repre- g 
sent each region of present-day Yugoslavia, as well 8 

as non-slavic members who support the club’s goals. * 

fi 

I 

D 

A year-around series of programs and events has ® 
proven an enjoyable way for YACO to provide its ^ 
focus on Slavic heritage. Such activities include g 
picnics, lectures and slide presentations on Yugo- 8 
slavia and its historic culture, plus potluck and sit- jj 
down dinners. We also publish a monthly newsletter, g 
THE KAL1FORNSKI, full of interesting articles, B 
recipes, and news of our area’s Yugoslav community. B 

I 

D 

Our meetings (the first Sunday of each month) may D 
include a potluck, special dinner, films, dancing, and ? 
raffles, plus we hold an annual July barbeque. 

0 

0 

Won’t you accept our invitation to join us? We’re 
sure you’ll soon find YACO to be one of your g 
favorite clubs. 8 


Our dues are as follows: 

Single membership.$12 

Family membership.$18 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name:- Birth date: 

Husband: - 

Wife:- 

Address:- 

Phone number: - 

Interests:—- 


Yugoslav Background: 


Children under 18 included in Family Membership: 
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ATTENTION: 

THE KALIFORNSKI is your publication. If there 
is anything in particular that you would like to see 
in any future issues, please don’t hesitate to con¬ 
tact us. If you have any subjects relating to Yugo¬ 
slav heritage or about Yugoslavs, here or abroad, 
that you would like to share or see published in 
this newsletter, please let us know. We would 
appreciate your input in publishing this newsletter 
each month. If you have any questions or sugges¬ 
tions, please contact us: 

Dale Skillicorn and 

Janet (Pelich) Justus-Skillicorn 
do Rapid Offset Printing 
22 East Lake Avenue 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
(408)724-2900 

SUGGESTED TOPICS: 

1. Trips by YACO members 

2. Visitors from the Old Country 

3. Newspaper or magazine articles about 
Yugoslavia or Yugoslavs, local or abroad 

4. Weddings, anniversaries, graduations, 
birth announcements, or special 
celebrations by YACO members 

5. Civic or cultural contributions by 
Yugoslavs 

6. Yugoslav recipes 

7. Yugoslav songs, poetry c: stories 

8. Special family traditions for holidays, 
etc. 

9. Yugoslav stories for children 

10. Anything you think might be of interest 
to YACO members 



A new DEADLINE has been set for the 10th 
of each month so that we might get the paper 
out even earlier. It seems that our members 
out of Watsonville are not receiving their 
KALIFORNSKI early enough to plan on attending 
any of our programs. Members in Watsonville 
receive their copies at least two days after 
mailing so it seems to be a problem with a 
hold up at the post office. If 1 don't have 
the information in time, 1 will not be able 
to publish it until the next issue. REMEMBER 
to send me any information by the 10th of eacr 
month. 























BOARD of TRUSTEES 

President: 

BABE HILL . 724-1284 

Vice President: 

JOHN BISKUP . 724-2118 

Secretary: 

JACQUELINE ZADRAVEC .. 685 : 9013 
Treasurer: 


Director: 

NICK MILOS LA VICH . 462-2532 

Parliamentarian: 

AND Y GULERMO VICH . 722-0622 


No Paper? 

If someone you know is not receiving the KALI FORNSKI, 
please let us know. We publish this for you, the member¬ 
ship, and would like each of you to have the opportunity 
to keep in touch with YACO. Contact us at Rapid Offset 
Printing. 22 East Lake Avenue, Watsonville, CA 95076 - 
(408)724-2900. 

Dale Skillicorn and Janet (Pelich) Justus-Skillicorn 


CALENDAR 


NOTICE! 

THERE WILL BE 
NO 

GENERAL MEETINGS 
UNTIL 
FURTHER 
NOTICE! 



MARCH 
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